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WEF 2015 
deciding on the future of education 

Venue: Incheon, Republic of Korea 
Dates: 19-22 May 2015 
 
120 Ministers and State Secretaries 
160 countries 
1,500 participants 
 
Co-convenors: UNESCO, UNICEF, UN Women, UNDP, 
UNFPA, UNHCR and World Bank 
 
Hosted by the Republic of Korea 
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Education 2030: a single agenda 

Developed through a consultative process 
 
Member States-owned 
  
Muscat Agreement (May 2014) informed Open Working 
Group (OWG) proposal for Education goal and targets (SDG 4) 
 
WEF Declaration 2015 (Incheon, May 2015) based on SDG 4 
 
 
Education 2030 = SDG 4 : One education agenda 
 
 

4 



WEF 2015 outcome document:  
Why a Declaration? 

 

• Affirmation of principles 
 

• Supports one agenda, encapsulated in SDG 4 
 

• Collective political commitment of education 
community  

 

• Inspire bold and innovative action 
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New vision and key features 

Overarching Goal (SDG 4) ‘Ensure inclusive and 
equitable quality education and promote life-long 
learning opportunities for all’ 
 

7 targets and 3 means of implementation 
 

Key Features: 
 

• Builds on and continues EFA 
• Rights-based 
• Focus on inclusion, equity and gender equality  
• Focus on quality and relevant learning outcomes 
• Holistic and lifelong learning approach 
• Universally-relevant  
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Key focus 

 

• Reaffirm right to education 
 

• Expand access, inclusion, equity, gender 
equality, quality and learning outcomes, and 
lifelong learning 

 

• Education in emergency situations 
 

• Strong recommendations on financing 
 

• UNESCO to continue its role to lead global 
coordination and monitoring 
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Key issues: access 

9 years free & compulsory, + 1 year of 
free & compulsory pre-primary 
→ towards SDG target of 12 years of free, publicly-
funded education 

 

Large population of out-of-school 
children and adolescents: need for 
immediate, targeted and sustained action 
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Key issues: quality 

 

ÁKey role of teachers & educators 

ÁEducation for sustainable development 

ÁGlobal citizenship education 

ÁHuman rights education 
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Key issues: lifelong learning 

 

ÁTechnical and vocational education and 

training 

 

ÁHigher education 

 

ÁInformation and communication technologies 
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Key issues: conflict situations 

ÁMore inclusive, responsive and resilient 

education systems 

 

ÁViolence-free learning environments 

 

ÁCrisis response 
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Implementing the agenda: 
financing 

ÁGreatly increased resources needed 
ÁCountries urged to allocate min 4-6% of GDP 

and/or 15-20% of total public expenditure to 
education (para 14) 
ÁImportance of external support to 

complement government investments (para 
15) 
→ fulfilment of ODA commitments 

ÁWelcome Oslo Summit and Addis conference 
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Implementing the agenda: 
coordination 

ÁInternational coordination mechanism 

ÁUNESCO to continue to lead and coordinate in 

consultation with Member States and partners 

ÁImportance of developing national and global 

M&E systems 
→ requires capacity development in data collection 

→ countries to submit disaggregated data to UIS 

ÁMonitoring and reporting tool: GEMR  
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Adoption of the Declaration 

 

“Building on the legacy of Jomtien and Dakar, 

this Incheon Declaration is an historical 

commitment by all of us to transform lives 

through a new vision for education, with bold 

and innovative actions, to reach our ambitious 

goal by 2030.” 

 (WEF 2015 participants, 21 May 2015) 
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WEF 2015 
Website 

https://en.unesco.org/world-
education-forum-2015/ 

 

Slogan: 

« Transforming 
lives through 
education »  

 

 

 


